JOHNNY

Johnny Cade was last and least. If you can picture a little dark puppy that has been
kicked too many times and is lost in a crowd of strangers, you’ll have Johnny. He was the
youngest, next to me, smaller than the rest, with a slight build. He had big black eyes in a dark
tanned face; his hair was jet-black and heavily greased and combed to the side, but it was so
long that it fell in shaggy bangs across his forehead. He had a nervous, suspicious look in his
eyes, and that beating he got from the Socs didn’t help matters. He was the gang’s pet,
everyone’s kid brother. His father was always beating him up, and his mother ignored him,
except when she was hacked off at something, and then you could hear her yelling at him clear
down at our house. | think he hated that worse than getting whipped. He would have run away
a million times if we hadn’t been there. If it hadn’t been for the gang, Johnny would never have
known what love and affection are.
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