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Essential Question
What is plagiarism, and how do I avoid it to ensure that my writing is authentic?

Summary
In this lesson, students will work in groups to annotate and summarize texts about plagiarism and its effect on learning. They will reflect on what they know about plagiarizing and
how to avoid it in their writing. By teaching one another through group and class discussions, students will better understand what plagiarism is and the steps that can be taken to
avoid it.

Snapshot
Engage

Students consider their prior knowledge and feelings about plagiarism through Magnetic Statements and I Used To Think, But Now I Know activities.

Explore

Groups of students read texts about plagiarism and, using the First Turn/Last Turn strategy, work collaboratively to highlight the main ideas of the texts.

Explain

Students discuss what they now know about plagiarism in consideration of what they used to think about the topic.

Extend

Each group creates a Collaborative Word Cloud about plagiarism to display in the classroom.

Evaluate

Students reflect on the lesson by noting ways that they can avoid plagiarism.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 8)

10.1.R.1: Students will actively listen and speak clearly using appropriate discussion rules with control of verbal and nonverbal cues.
10.1.W.2: Students will work effectively and respectfully within diverse groups, show willingness to make necessary compromises to accomplish a goal, share responsibility for
collaborative work, and value individual contributions made by each group member.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 8)

8.2.R.1: Students will summarize and paraphrase ideas, while maintaining meaning and a logical sequence of events, within and between texts.
8.2.R.3: Students will generalize main ideas with supporting details in a text.

Attachments

I Used To Think But Now I Know—No Imitations Please - Spanish.docx

I Used To Think But Now I Know—No Imitations Please - Spanish.pdf

I Used To Think But Now I Know—No Imitations Please.docx

I Used To Think But Now I Know—No Imitations Please.pdf

Lesson-Slides-No-Imitations-Please.pptx

Magnetic Statements—No Imitations Please - Spanish.docx

Magnetic Statements—No Imitations Please.docx

Magnetic-Statements-No-Imitations-Please - Spanish.pdf

Magnetic-Statements-No-Imitations-Please.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Magnetic Statements (attached, one copy)

I Used To Think But Now I Know handouts (attached, one per student)

Copies of various plagiarism texts (linked in the Explore section)

Notebook paper

Pens/pencils

Highlighters

Butcher paper

Markers

Index cards
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Engage

Teacher's Note: Lesson Preparation

Before the lesson, print the attached Magnetic Statements, and hang each one in a different location around the room.

Display slide 3. As students arrive in class, instruct them to read the Magnetic Statements posted around the room.

Display slide 4. Begin by asking students to "join" the statement that interests them the most or that they believe in the most. Circulate around the room, helping students to
assess the different statements and finalize their decisions.

Once all students have joined a group, ask them to discuss their chosen statement for three minutes. Groups can discuss why they chose the statement, why they think it is
important, or why it interests them the most.

Display slide 5. After three minutes, instruct students to now "join" the statement that repels, confuses, or annoys them the most. Once they have formed groups around their new
statements, ask them to discuss for another three minutes.

Ask for feedback from the groups to share with the whole class. By hearing students' thoughts and reflections, you can assess how much they know about plagiarism and where
the main areas of concern exist.

Display slide 6. Pass out copies of the I Used To Think But Now I Know handout to each student. For the first part of the I Use To Think...But Now I Know activity, ask students to
write down thoughts, ideas, and words that they know about plagiarism on the left side of the chart. Encourage students to use the Magnetic Statements as a reference as they
write.
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Explore
Assign students to groups of 3-5, depending on the class size, and provide each group with an article about plagiarism. Each group does not need a different article, but it is a good
idea to have at least 3–4 articles in order to provide a variety of information about the topic.

Potential articles include:

Plagiarism Can Have a Serious Effect on Your College Prep

Why Do Students Not Understand Plagiarism?

What are the Causes of Plagiarism and the Failure to Use and Document Sources Appropriately?

Teaching about Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Display slide 7. Using the First Turn/Last Turn strategy, each student will read the group's assigned article silently. As they read, they will highlight four items from the text that they
feel are most important. (If copies of the article are limited, you can instruct students to write down their most important facts on a piece of paper instead of highlighting the
article.)

Ask group members to take turns sharing one item they highlighted. The student and those in the group will not comment on it; they will simply name it (per the strategy). After all
group members have named each of their four items, they will take turns commenting on why they chose the items. By doing so, students will engage in a collaborative discussion
about the topic.
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Explain
Display slide 8. Ask groups to share out regarding what they learned about plagiarism. During the discussion, write down relevant points, ideas, and facts on the board, clarifying
and adding to the points, as needed. Take a picture of the board, or save the slide at the end of the discussion, in order to revisit these thoughts as a follow-up. During and after
the discussion, have students fill in the "But Now I Know" column in their charts.
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Extend
Display slide 9. Organize students into groups of 2–4. Tell groups they will be creating Collaborative Word Clouds about plagiarism in the classroom. Instruct them to begin by
getting out a sheet of paper and listing as many words or phrases that they can think of that relate to what they learned about plagiarism and how to avoid it.

Give each group a piece of butcher paper and markers. Have them select the best words from their brainstorming session and use those words to create a colorful "word cloud."

Optional Tech Integration

You might choose to have students use an online program, such as WordArt, to create their word clouds.
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Evaluate
Display slide 10. Give each student an index card that they will use to complete a Point of Most Significance activity. Write the following prompt on the board: "The most important
point I learned today about avoiding plagiarism is..." Have students complete the prompt on their index cards and turn in the cards as they leave the classroom. Use this
information to assess students' understanding of how to avoid plagiarism.

Teacher's Note: Following Up

Begin the next class by discussing students' responses.
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