
 

 

LESSON TITLE 
 

WHAT IS A STATE?  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With information from: 

Characteristics of a state (2016). In Reference. Retrieved from https://www.reference.com/geography/four-essential-characteristics-state-14fad391f45b6715  

McClenaghan, W. A., Magruder, F. A., & Pearson Education, I. (2013). Magruder's American government (Teacher's ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson. 

Territory: 

A state needs land that has 

boundaries and that people 

can inhabit. 

Population: 

A state needs people. 

Sovereignty 

A state needs supreme power 

within its own boundaries to 

enforce laws, trade with other 

countries, and defend its 

borders. 

 

Government 

A state needs to be organized 

politically. Different types of 

governments exist. 
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